
Prelude	 	 Savior of the Nations, Come	 J. S. Bach

Lighting of the Advent Candle		 Joanna Ericson

Call to Worship

		  One:	 In your wisdom, O God, you call us here
			   to worship you.
		  All:	 We gather, awake to the Word of God.
		  One:	 You call us to be fully alive with your life abundant, 
			   ready to listen and respond with heart, soul, 
			   strength, and mind.
		  All:	 We listen, alert to the Word of God.
		  One:	 You call us to be always watchful for your Word
			   of wisdom, sometimes startling and unexpected, 
			   sometimes still and quiet, but always dwelling 
			   among us.
		  All:	 We watch and wait for the Word of God.

*Hymn 20	 	 “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night”
					     Tune: Aberystwyth

	Prayer of Confession (unison)

Most gracious and most merciful God, we confess
to you and to one another that time after time,
we have entered into your presence with countless 
prayers but with hearts that have been closed to 
your grace. We have lifted our hands to you in 
praise, but our feet have still walked in the ways 
of evil. We have rehearsed your commandments 
but have refused to see your face in the needs of 
our neighbor. We pray, Lord, that you forgive our 
inability to keep watch, and pardon our acts of 
laziness. Grant us the healing that comes from your 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

		  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be
		  thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
		  on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
		  daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
		  our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
		  deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 
		  the power and the glory forever. Amen.

The Communion

Prayer after Communion (unison)

O amazing God, you come into our ordinary 
lives and set a holy table among us, filling our 
plates with the bread of life and our cups with 
salvation. Send us out, O God, with open eyes and 
tenderheartedness to see and touch an ordinary 
everyday world with the promise of your holiness. 
Amen.

*Hymn 18	 	 “The Desert Shall Rejoice”	 Tune: Sterling

Benediction and Response

Postlude		  Savior of the Nations, Come	 Paul Manz
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presence and the cleansing of your all-powerful 
love, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Declaration of Pardon

		  Minister:	 Friends, believe the good news!
		  People:	 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

	Concerns of the Church

Psalter	 	 Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19 (responsively)	 (page 511, O.T.)

First Lesson    1 Corinthians 1:3–9	 (page 155, N.T.)

  		 Minister:	 God’s Word is a lamp unto our feet and
			   a light unto our path.
       	 People: 	Thanks be to God.

Anthem	 	 “Drop Dew Ye Heavens” 	 Christopher Tye

Second Lesson    Mark 13:24–37		  (page 47, N.T.)

Communion Meditation	 	 by Jocelyn C. Cadwallader
		  What time is it?

*Hymn 12	 	 “People, Look East”		  Tune: Besançon

*Profession of Faith (unison)

I believe it is a matter of faith to stand up for those 
who cannot stand up for themselves. I believe it 
is a matter of faith to recognize equally and love 
all members of God’s human family. There are no 
exceptions to God’s love. I believe God’s creation is 
good, beautiful, and sacred; therefore, to condemn 
any portion of God’s creation is to condemn a 
portion of God. This is sin. I believe Jesus Christ 
came to us to free all people from sin and to make 
disciples—people willing to live Christ’s discipline 
of love and justice for all. I believe the Holy Spirit 

is that power within us that gives us courage and 
stamina to face the truth and to live it, even to die 
for it, as Jesus died. I believe in the resurrection, 
the victory over death, and the truth that is life 
for all in Jesus’ name. Glory is to God, the One in 
Three: Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of Love.

(Adapted from text by Ruth Duck
and Maren Tirabassi)

Offering

Offertory Anthem   “The Eyes of All Wait upon Thee”	
				    Jean Berger

*Doxology	 	 	 (The Hymnal, 592)

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
 
Invitation

The Great Thanksgiving

	 	 Minister:	 The Lord be with you.
		  People:	 And also with you.
		  Minister:	 Lift up your hearts.
		  People:	 We lift them to the Lord.
	  	 Minister:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
		  People:	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Prayer

		  Minister:	 . . . who forever sing to the glory of your name.

		  People:	 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
		          (sung)	 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
			   Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the One
			   who comes in the name of the Lord. 
			   Hosanna in the highest.


