
Morning Worship

The beginning of the prelude is a call to silent,
personal preparation for the worship of God.

prelude O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright  Dieterich Buxtehude

 Prelude on the Introit for Epiphany  Maurice Duruflé

 March of the Magi Kings  Theodore Dubois

introit “A Round for Epiphany” David Hurd
 Then entered in those wise men three full reverently upon
 their knee, and offered there in his presence their gold and myrrh
 and frankincense. Noel, born is the King of Israel.

*doxology and invocation  (The Hymnal, 592)

*hyMn 68 “What Star Is this, with Beams So Bright”
  Tune: Puer Nobis Nascitur

prayer of the day  (unison)

	 Lord	God	of	the	nations,
	 we	have	seen	the	star	of	your	glory	rising	in	splendor.
	 The	radiance	of	your	incarnate	Word	pierces	the	night	that	

covers	the	earth	and	signals	the	dawn	of	justice	and	peace.	
May	his	brightness	illumine	our	lives	and

	 beckon	all	nations	to	walk	as	one	in	your	light.
	 We	ask	this	through	Jesus	Christ	your	Word	made	flesh,
	 who	lives	and	reigns	with	you	and	the	Holy	Spirit,
	 in	the	splendor	of	eternal	light,	God	forever	and	ever.	Amen.

prayer of confession  (unison)

	 God	of	glory,	you	sent	Jesus	among	us
	 as	the	light	of	the	world,	to	reveal	your	love	for	all	people.	

We	confess	that	our	sin	and	pride
	 hide	the	brightness	of	your	light.
	 We	turn	away	from	the	poor;
	 we	ignore	cries	for	justice;
	 we	do	not	strive	for	peace.
	 In	your	mercy,	cleanse	us	of	our	sin
	 and	baptize	us	once	again	with	your	Spirit,
	 that,	forgiven	and	renewed,	we	may	show	forth	your	glory	

shining	in	the	face	of	Jesus	Christ.	Amen.
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declaration of pardon

Minister: Friends, believe the good news.
People: In	Jesus	Christ,	we	are	forgiven.

concerns of the church

psalter Psalm 46 (responsively) (page 489, O.T.)

antheM “The Three Kings” Peter Cornelius
 Three kings came forth from an Eastern land; a bright star led them
 to Jordan’s strand; and when they came into Judah, the three asked
 where the newborn King should be. For gold and myrrh and
 frankincense they brought to lay before his innocence. The star
 shone high in the firmament and to a stable the three kings went,
 and when they looked on that child so sweet, the three kings bended
 then low at his feet. They brought a gift, was lovelier than gold or
 frankincense or myrrh. O child of man, take the pilgrim’s way;
 the three kings took it, do thou as they, the star of mercy, the star
 of love, shall light thy path to the Lord above. Leave frankincense
 and myrrh and gold; give him thy heart to have and hold. Give him
 thy heart.

first lesson John 1:1–18 (page 86, N.T.)

Minister:  The Word of the Lord.
People:	Thanks	be	to	God.

*gloria patri (The Hymnal, 579)

second lesson Jeremiah 31:7–14 (page 690, O.T.)

serMon This One Goes Out to the Ones We’ve Left Behind
  JohN W. Vest

*hyMn 420 “God of Grace and God of Glory” Tune: cWm rhoNdda

*apostles’ creed (unison)

I	believe	in	God	the	Father	Almighty,	Maker	of	heaven
and	earth,	and	in	Jesus	Christ	his	only	Son	our	Lord;
who	was	conceived	by	the	Holy	Ghost,	born	of	the
Virgin	Mary,	suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,	was	crucified,	
dead,	and	buried;	he	descended	into	hell;	the	third	day
he	rose	again	from	the	dead;	he	ascended	into	heaven,
and	sitteth	on	the	right	hand	of	God	the	Father	Almighty;	
from	thence	he	shall	come	to	judge	the	quick	and	the	dead.
I	believe	in	the	Holy	Ghost;	the	holy	catholic	church;
the	communion	of	saints;	the	forgiveness	of	sins;
the	resurrection	of	the	body;	and	the	life	everlasting.	Amen.
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prayers of the people

the lord’s prayer (unison)

Our	Father	who	art	in	heaven,
hallowed	be	thy	name.
Thy	kingdom	come,
thy	will	be	done,
on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.
Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread;
and	forgive	us	our	debts,
as	we	forgive	our	debtors;
and	lead	us	not	into	temptation,
but	deliver	us	from	evil.
For	thine	is	the	kingdom	and	the	power
and	the	glory	forever.	Amen.

prayer response “Amen” Orlando Gibbons

offering

offertory antheM “O Nata Lux” from Lux Aeterna Morten Lauridsen
 O born light of light, Jesus, redeemer of the world, mercifully deem
 worthy and accept the praises and prayers of your supplicants.
 Thou who once deigned to be clothed in flesh for the sake of the
 lost ones, grant us to be made members of your holy body.

*presentation of the offering and response
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*prayer of thanksgiving and dedication

Minister:  Lift up your hearts.

People:	We	lift	them	to	the	Lord.

Minister:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:	 It	is	right	to	give	our	thanks	and	praise.

All:	 God	of	majesty	and	light,
	 you	hold	the	whole	world	in	your	hand.
	 So	we	give	you	our	great	praise	that	in	Jesus	Christ
	 all	people	may	see	your	glory.
	 We	thank	you	for	revealing	Jesus	to	be	your	Son	and
	 for	claiming	our	lives	in	baptism	to	be	his	glad	disciples.
	 By	your	Spirit,	may	peace	descend	upon	us
	 that	we	may	follow	him	with	grateful	hearts.
	 Take	us	and	all	we	have	to	be	useful	in	your	service,
	 God	of	all	nations,	in	the	gracious	name	of	Jesus	Christ,
	 your	Son,	by	the	power	of	your	Holy	Spirit,	now	and	forever.	

Amen.

*hyMn 430 “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!” Tune: darWall’s 148th

Benediction and response

postlude O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright Niels Gade
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In the DetaIls

Fifteenth in a series on the architectural details of Fourth Church

The needlepoint cushions in the chancel, faux carving,
panels of wheat and grapes, and the gold cross, are the handiwork 

of Morgan Simmons, a member of this congregation and, from 1968 
to 1996, organist and choirmaster of Fourth Church. The combined 

number of stitches for these works approaches 2 million,
169 per square inch.  Central to each of the upper and lower chan-

cel cushions is a religious symbol (shown here), surrounded by 
clusters of grapes, which echo the motif found in many of the chan-

cel and pulpit carvings and in the stained glass windows. 



Worship leaders

 9:30 a.m. Victoria G. Curtiss, Adam Fronczek, John W. Vest

 11:00 a.m.  Victoria G. Curtiss, Adam Fronczek, John W. Vest

the Music today

 9:30 a.m. The Morning Choir; Mark Eldred, tenor soloist

 11:00 a.m. The Morning Choir; Mark Eldred, tenor soloist

 John W. W. Sherer, Organist and Director of Music

Worship notes

The	“Light	Up	a	Life”	offering	is being received throughout the Christmas season. 
“Light Up a Life” gifts support congregational programs; mission and community 
outreach, including Chicago Lights programs; and denominational programs. 
“Light Up a Life” gifts can be made using the special offering envelopes found in 
the pew racks or by writing “Light Up a Life” on the memo line of a check made 
payable to Fourth Presbyterian Church. 

The	Fourth	Church	website, www.fourthchurch.org, makes available audio of the 
previous Sunday morning’s 11:00 a.m. worship service, including the sermon. 
Also posted on the website is the text of all worship bulletins and “News and 
Opportunities” as well as information about upcoming worship services.

Fourth	Church	offers	a	variety	of	worship	opportunities in addition to Sunday 
morning services. An afternoon Communion service is held each Sunday at

 4:00 p.m. Each weekday morning, Morning Prayer is held in Stone Chapel as
 a time to remember in prayer members of the Fourth Church congregation and 

those in need (9:30 a.m. on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday; 9:00 a.m.
 on Tuesday). A Taizé service is held at 7:30 p.m. in Blair Chapel on the fourth 

Friday of each month (except in November and December).

This worship bulletin is printed on recyclable paper that contains recycled post-consumer waste and is acid free. 
The printing is done with inks having low volatile organic compounds and formulated with soy and vegetable oils. 

All bulletins and inserts left in the baskets by the doors are recycled.
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