
Morning Worship
The beginning of the prelude is a call to silent,
personal preparation for the worship of God.

  Prelude	
Adagio			  Johann Sebastian Bach  

  Introit	                 
“Eternal Light”	 Leo Sowerby

Eternal light, shine into our hearts. Eternal goodness, deliver us 
from evil. Eternal power, be our support. Eternal wisdom, scatter the 
darkness of our ignorance. Eternal pity, have mercy upon us, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Doxology and Invocation	 (The Hymnal, 592)

*Hymn 285	
“God, You Spin the Whirling Planets”	 Tune: Austrian Hymn

 Prayer of Confession (unison)

Merciful God, we confess that though you have called us  
your beloved, we have a hard time believing you. 
We listen too much to the voices that shout 
“You are no good; you are ugly; you are worthless; 
you are despicable; you are nobody.” 
We fall into the trap of self-rejection and exhaust ourselves,
seeking to earn love and prove our worth. 
We ask you to forgive our futile, compulsive pursuits. 
Deepen our assurance that we are, indeed, loved by you. 
Liberate us by making that truth the core of our identity. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

  Declaration of Pardon

	Minister:	Friends, believe the good news.

	 People:	In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

  Concerns of the Church

  Minute for Mission	

  Psalter	
Psalm 139:7–18 (responsively)	 (page 545, O.T.)
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 Anthem	
“Sometimes a Light Surprises” 	 Gustav Holst, arr. Mark Hill

Sometimes a light surprises the Christian while he sings; it is 
the Lord who rises with healing in his wings. When comforts are 
declining, he grants the soul again a season of clear shining, to cheer 
it after rain. In holy contemplation we sweetly then pursue the theme 
of God’s salvation and find it ever new. Set free from present sorrow, 
we cheerfully can say, let the unknown tomorrow bring with it what 
it may. It can bring with it nothing, but God will bear us through; 
who gives the lilies clothing will clothe his people, too; beneath 
the spreading heavens, no creature but is fed; and he who feeds the 
ravens will give his children bread. Though vine nor fig tree neither 
their wonted fruit should bear. Though all the fields should wither, 
nor flocks nor herds be there; yet God the same abiding, his praise 
shall tune my voice, for while in God confiding, I cannot but rejoice; 
yet God the same abiding, his praise shall tune my voice, for while in 
God confiding, I cannot but rejoice. Amen.

  First Lesson

Isaiah 49:13–18	 (page 639, O.T.)

*Gloria Patri	 (The Hymnal, 579)

  Scripture Lesson	
Luke 3:21–22	 (page 56, N.T.)

	Minister: 	The Word of the Lord.
	 People:	Thanks be to God.

  Sermon

You Are My Beloved	 Victoria G. Curtiss

*Hymn

“The Summons” 	 (see page 7 in this bulletin)

*Apostles’ Creed (unison)

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
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  Offering 

  Offertory Voluntary

“	Air” from Orchestral Suite no. 3 	 J. S. Bach

*Offertory Response

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

  Invitation

  Great Thanksgiving

	Minister:	The Lord be with you.

	 People:	And also with you.
	Minister:	Lift up your hearts.

	 People:	We lift them to the Lord.
	Minister:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

	 People:	It is right to give our thanks and praise.

  Prayer

	Minister: 	It is truly right and our greatest joy . . .
		 . . . who forever sing to the glory of your name:
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  The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen.

  The Communion

  Communion Anthem  
“Through Love to Light!”	 Jean Sibelius

Through love to light! O wonderful the way that leads from darkness 
to the perfect day; from darkness and from sorrow of the night to 
morning that comes singing over the sea. Through love to light! 
Through light, O God, to thee, who art the love of love, the eternal 
light of light. 

  Prayer of Dedication (unison) 

God of all creation, you call us to bring the offering 
of our very selves to you.
You claim us as your beloved and send us forth 
to witness to your love for all people.
We dedicate ourselves and our gifts in the service of Jesus Christ, 
in gratitude for your abiding presence 
and saving power in our lives. Amen.

*Hymn 376
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”	 Tune: Hyfrydol

  Benediction and Response

  Postlude		
	Fugue in C Major 	 Nikolaus Vetter
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* Hymn (sung after the sermon; see page 4)

“The Summons”	 Tune: Kelvingrove
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Worship Leaders

	 Joyce Shin, Hardy H. Kim, Victoria G. Curtiss

The Music Today

	 The Chancel Choir; Laura Perkett, oboist

	 John W. W. Sherer, Organist and Director of Music

	 Thomas E. Gouwens, Associate Organist

Worship Notes

Today’s Minute for Mission is presented by John and Stacey Shonkwiler on 
behalf of the Carnaval Committee.

This morning, Communion is served by intinction. The congregation will 
come forward by the center aisle to receive the bread, which they will 
then dip into the chalice of grape juice. (Gluten-free bread is available in 
a small tumbler in each basket of bread.) Worshipers will return to their 
pews by the side aisles. 

The invitation to the Lord’s Supper is not just for Presbyterians or 
“members of the church.” All who confess Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper. Even one who doubts or 
whose trust is wavering may receive the bread and grape juice (in place 
of wine) in order to be assured of God’s love and grace in Jesus Christ.

The hymn “The Summons” by John Bell, copyright © 1987 GIA/Iona 
Community/WGRG, is reproduced with permission from OneLicense.net, 
License A-712340.

This worship bulletin is printed on recyclable paper that contains recycled post-consumer waste and is 
acid free. All bulletins and inserts left in the baskets by the doors are recycled.
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