
  Prelude	 	 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight 	 James Biery

  Introit		 “Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth”	 H. Percy Smith
Mothering God, you gave me birth in the bright morning of 
the world. Creator, source of every breath, you are my rain, 
my wind, my sun.

*Doxology and Invocation	 (The Hymnal, 592)

*Hymn 454 	 	 “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”	 Tune: Liebster Jesu

  Prayer of Confession (unison)

We are people of unclean lips, Holy Spirit,
for we have not always spoken words of peace.
We are people of unclean hands, Lord Jesus,
for we have not always worked for justice.
We are people of unclean hearts, O God,
for we have not always loved as you call us to.
By your grace, cleanse us, Holy God;
focus our lives on justice, peace, and love,
that in forgiving our failures,
you would confirm us anew as your people.
Amen.

  Declaration of Pardon

	 Minister:	 Friends, believe the good news.
	 People:	 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

  Concerns of the Church

  Psalter		 Psalm 67 (responsively) 	 (page 500, O.T.)

Morning Worship

The beginning of the prelude is a call to silent,
personal preparation for the worship of God.
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  Anthem		 “At the River”	 Robert Lowry
			   arr. Aaron Copland

Shall we gather by the river, where bright angel feet
have trod, with its crystal tide forever flowing by
the throne of God? Yes, we’ll gather by the river,
the beautiful river. Gather with the saints by the river
that flows by the throne of God. Soon we’ll reach
the shining river; soon our pilgrimage will cease;
soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody
of peace.  

  First Lesson		  John 5:1–9	 (page 90, N.T.) 
	 Minister: 	The Word of the Lord.
	 People:	 Thanks be to God.

*Gloria Patri			   (The Hymnal, 579)

  Second Lesson		 Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5	 (page 244, N.T.) 
	  
  Sermon		 The Future of Futility	 John H. Boyle

		  	

*Hymn 332 	 	 “Live Into Hope”	 Tune: Truro

*Apostles’ Creed	  	(unison)

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on
the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.
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  Offering 

  Offertory Voluntary     Rubrics 	 Dan Locklair
		  4. “The Peace may be exchanged.”

*Offertory Response

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

  Invitation

  Great Thanksgiving

	 Minister:	 The Lord be with you.
	 People:	 And also with you.
	 Minister:	 Lift up your hearts.
	 People:	 We lift them to the Lord.
	 Minister:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	 People:	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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  Prayer

	 Minister: 	It is truly right and our greatest joy . . .
	 	 . . . who forever sing to the glory of your name:

	  The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be
thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

  The Communion

  Communion Anthem    “I Come with Joy to Meet My Lord”
	 	 	 	 Carl Schalk
	 	 I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved,
	 	 and free; in awe and wonder to recall his life laid down
	 	 for me. I come with Christians far and near to find,
	 	 as all are fed, the new community of love in Christ’s
	 	 communion bread. As Christ breaks bread and bids
	 	 us share, each proud division ends. The love that
	 	 made us makes us one and strangers now are friends.
	 	 And thus with joy we meet our Lord. His presence,
	 	 always near, is in such friendship better known.
	 	 We see and praise him here. Together met, together bound,
	 	 we’ll go our different ways; and as his people in the world,
	 	 we’ll live and speak his praise.
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  Prayer after Communion (unison)

O God, through this bread and this cup
you have made us one
with you and with each other.
May the unity we find at this table
be a gift that we carry out
into your suffering, divided world.
Help us to find strength in knowing
that you, the God of peace,
will always be with us.
Amen.

*Hymn 339 	 	 “Be Thou My Vision”	 Tune: Slane

  Benediction and Response

  Postlude	 	 Fanfare	 Richard Proulx
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Worship Notes

This morning, Communion is served by intinction. The congregation
	 will come forward by the center aisle to receive the bread, which
	 they will then dip into the chalice of grape juice. (Gluten-free bread
	 is available in a small tumbler in each basket of bread.) Worshipers
	 will return to their pews by the side aisles. The invitation to the
	 Lord’s Supper is not just for Presbyterians or “members of the
	 church.” All who confess Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord are invited
	 to partake of the Lord’s Supper. Even one who doubts or whose trust
	 is wavering may receive the bread and grape juice (in place of wine)
	 in order to be assured of God’s love and grace in Jesus Christ.

Printed copies of sermons recently preached at Fourth Church are
	 available in the literature racks outside the South Transept doors
	 (leading to Anderson Hall) and in the Narthex, at the back of the
	 sanctuary. They are also available at www.fourthchurch.org.
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