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What Child Is This?

   Prelude
Noël                                                                                                                    Aaron David Miller
What Is This Lovely Fragrance                                                                Harrison Oxley
What Child Is This                                                                      Ralph Vaughan Williams
He Is Born, the Divine Christ Child                                               Morgan Simmons

   Introit
“Alleluia, to Us a Child Is Born”                                                                           Iain Quinn

Alleluia, to us a child is born; come, let us adore him, alleluia. Glory to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 
be forever. Amen.

*Doxology (sung)                                                                                                      The Hymnal, 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Someone Comes

*Lighting the Christ Candle
 Leader: Here is good news of great joy, for all people:
  God has rescued us from the domain of death 
  and brought us into the realm of Christ.
  The light shines in the darkness, 
  and the darkness has never captured it.
  Let us pray that we may know the warmth 
  and brightness of Jesus Christ
  and show Christ’s love to the world.
 All: Risen Christ, Light of the world, 
  shine in our lives and shine among us now.
  Hallelujah! Amen.

*Stand as you are able.

The beginning of the prelude is a call to silent, 
personal preparation for the worship of God.



*Hymn 132                                                                       “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

*Litany of Praise                                        Luke 2:11; Romans 8:38–39; Philemon 4:4
 Leader: Do not be afraid: I bring you good news of great joy, for all people.  
  To you is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior, 
  who is the Messiah, the Lord.
  There is nothing in death or life, in things present 
  or things to come, nothing in all creation
  that can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
  Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, Rejoice!
 All: Thanks be to God! Amen!

   Prayer

Who Is This Child?

   Concerns of the Church and Introduction to the Service

   First Reading: Glory Revealed to All
Isaiah 40:1–5                                                                                       Old Testament, page 627

   Hymn 110                                                                                                               “Love Has Come”

   Second Reading: A Servant with Gentle Strength
Isaiah 42:1–4                                                                                      Old Testament, page 630

  Hymn 115                                                                                                          “Away in a Manger”

   Third Reading: Equal, Beloved, and United
Galatians 4:4–7, 3:27–28                                                            New Testament, page 178

   Anthem
“Love Came down at Christmas”                                                                         John Rutter

Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, love divine; 
love was born at Christmas, star and angels gave the sign. 
Worship we the Godhead, love incarnate, love divine; 
worship we our Jesus, but wherewith for sacred sign? 
Love shall be our token, love be yours and love be mine; 
love to God and all souls, love for plea, and gift and sign.
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Why Lies He in Such Low Estate?

   Introduction

   Fourth Reading: A Servant of Peace Is Born
Luke 2:1–7                                                                                             New Testament, page 54

   Hymn 144                                                                                            “In the Bleak Midwinter”

   Fifth Reading: Adored by Outsiders
Luke 2:15–21                                                                                       New Testament, page 55

*Hymn 134                                                                                                            “Joy to the World”

   Christmas Meditation                                                                             Shannon J  Kershner

Let Loving Hearts Enthrone Him

*Hymn 145                                                                                                                                         “What Child Is This”

   Prayers of the People

   The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen.

   Prayer Response
“Amen”                                                                                                               Clarence Dickenson
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   Offertory Anthem
“What Sweeter Music”                                                                                                        J  Rutter

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, for to sing the birth of this 
our heavenly King? Awake the voice! Awake the string! Dark and dull night, 
fly hence away, and give the honor to this day that sees December turned to May. 
Why does the chilling winter’s morn smile like a field beset with corn? Or smell 
like a meadow newly shorn thus on the sudden? Come and see the cause, why 
things thus fragrant be; ’tis he is born, whose quickening birth gives life and luster, 
public mirth, to heaven and the under earth. We see him come and know him 
ours, who, with his sunshine and his showers, turns the patient ground to flowers.  
The darling of the world is come, and fit it is, we find a room to welcome him. 
The nobler part of all the house here is the heart, which we will give him 
and bequeath this holly, and this ivy wreath, to do him honor, who’s our 
King and Lord of all this reveling. 

*Offertory Response

*Litany of Dedication and Affirmation
 Leader: The reign of Christ comes not by conquest, 
  domination, and manipulation,
  but by gracious love, gladly given and willingly received.
  The reign of Christ comes near 
  whenever people covenant together and say:
 All: Christ, we are your body. Live in our hearts.
  Christ, we are your people. Govern our lives. 
  Christ, we are your witnesses. Send us out in your name!    

*Hymn 136                                                                                   “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

*Benediction

   Postlude
Noël                                                                                                                            Claude Balbastre
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Gifts supporting Christmastime Sanctuary adornments have been made
in memory and in honor of family, friends, and loved ones.

In Memory of

Mary Shawn Addington
Roy and Evelyn Anderson
Ruth Andrews
Evelyn Artwick
Evelyn Banks
Hartley Barker
Ruth Barker
Henry and Eleanore Bates
Richard Beilfuss
Dean Bennett 
Jo Helen Bevis
Mary E. Bolton
Marvin and Anna Bomgaars
Allan and Florence Book
John H. Boyle
Eleanor T. and Colver R. Briggs
Max and Ruth Brugmann
Robert and Blanche Buchanan
Margery and John Burkhardt
Mr. and Mrs. J.E. Burkhardt
Michael Campanella 
Sarah Campbell
Chester and Lillie Stean Carter
Catherine and Harold Clark
Clifford, Betty, and Dannen
Ruth and Norman Cobb
Hunter Quigley Coe
Consuelo Collins
The parents of Lesley Conzelman 

and Ellen Schaller
Edwin and Barbara Cook
Tom Costen
George Cotsirilos
Mr. and Mrs. James Craig
Robert and Arvilla Crouch
Norma and Ray Cullings
Chet Currier
Elam and Grace Davies
Andrew James Derks
Ruth Dougherty
Bonnie Drucker
James R. Durham
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Edgar
Helen Faulk
Emmie Lou and Bill Fedoryk
Dana Ferguson
Robert D. Ferguson

Earl and Dorothy Flanders
Lavan and Louise Flessner
Mary M. and Edward C. Fordney
Matthew C. Fox
Sydney, Ruth, and Kenneth Gerrans
Dorothy Goerling
Helmut and Faye Goerling
Hester Groezinger
Darrell and Muriel Green
Dorothy and Paul Grueninger
Armon C. and Margaret Haagen
Peter Breen Halverstadt
William and Rose Hamp
Harry Heimann
Mary Patric Herbst
Larry L. and Julia H. Hipp
Bob Hornaday
George H. Horsman
Harry and Gladys Hutchison
Peyton S. Hutchison Jr.
Birdie Jackson
Dwight and Jerry Jeffers
Chris Joseph
George Jousma
Sherry Kahn
Robert and Bertha Kearney
Robert S. Kearney
Richard W. and Dorothy L. Kerch
Thomas and Margaret Kerr
May and Robert Kinzer
Erling and Hjordis Kittilsen
Helmut Knapp
Patricia Butala Kolar
Helene Kozlowsky
Edward A. Kuhn
Jeanine Marie Kumar
Lucille Lacy
Shirley Lacy
Ross Lober
Junior Long
Lavaughn Long
John R. Lopatka
Mary and Rudolph Lopatka
Verna Lueneburg
Helen Machuga
Barb Maggio
Sebastian Maggio
Eleanore Marcantoni
Robert Dean Marshall

Matthew Martin
Frank Martinelli
Charles D. McAdams Jr.
Warren and Delia McClurg
Burnit and Helen McCullough
James K. McDermott Jr.
Pam McGaan
Ed and Julia Miller
Lucy Miller
Marcus J. and Betty Cole Miller
Ruby and Orrin Millie
Sam and Joyce Misner
Barbara B. Moore
Joyce Morgan
Kimberly J. Morgan
Patricia H. Morgan
Dorothy and Andrew Morrison
Cheddy Ohr
Elizabeth and David Forbes Orwig
The David Ostfelds
Robert Petkus
Helena Plante
Robert Plante
Sally Hoffmann Plante
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Powell
Harry Wilson Price
Marion E. Radtke
Richard J. Radtke Sr.
Margo Rainey
Robert, Dorothy, and Tim Rainey
Ann Rakstad
Joe Redmond
Helen Reed
Eleanor and Thomas Reese
Martha and Nick Relich
Dorothy Jean Ritchie
John and Antoinette Rojc
Judith P. Sanderson
Helen and Kenneth Sandridge
Ada and Ivory Satre
Thomas Satre 
Richard J. Schade
Calvin Schemper
Chester Schemper
Garrietta Schemper
Charles and Katherine Schmidt
Burton Sherrod
Marc Sherrod
John and Maude Singleton

Beverly Socoby
Hyman D. Spann Jr.
Frank Springer
Charles Stanley
Helen Jean Harris Stevenson
Gloria Stokes
Hazel and Doug Storer
Bill and Jean Storm
Jamie Stuart
John Sutherland
Morris and Mildred Sutherland
Ernest and Ella Sweeney
Cecy R. Szuba
Helen Szuba
Betty Tenorio
Julia S. Toman
Neil and Ida Tuori
John Vanderzyden
Mary Van Verst
Paul and Kathryn Van Verst
Willa Wallace
Judy Walls
Darrel Weller
Harry and Helen Weller
Jeanne M. and Robert W. Whitmer
Roy and Rosemary Winkler
Frances Youngwirth
Ruth and Eugene Zeltmann

In Honor of

Jay and Hildur Brees
Jill Brophy
Douglas Galbraith
Cecile R. Gorno
Stuart Hassell
Charlie Holden-Corbett
Josephine Horsman
Chris Horsman and Marc Miller
Andy McGaan
Rowena C. Montgomery
Mary Linda Morgan
Jack and Gwen Pixler
Janice Rolls
Dennis Spirgen
Kate Spirgen
Leslie Storm
Ben and Lucas Thompson
Carol Vix
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Worship Leaders
Abbi Heimach-Snipes
Ben Heimach-Snipes 
Hannah Kershner
Shannon J  Kershner

The Music Today
Members of the Morning Choir
John W  W  Sherer, Organist and Director of Music

Worship Notes

The “Light Up a Life” offering is being received this Christmas season  
“Light Up a Life” provides opportunity to support congregational programs, 
mission, and community outreach—including Chicago Lights programs—

 as well as denominational efforts  “Light Up a Life” gifts can be made using 
 the special offering envelopes found in the pew racks or by writing “Light Up 
 a Life” on the memo line of a check made payable to Fourth Presbyterian Church 

the fourth presbyterian church of chicago
Church office: 126 E  Chestnut Street, Chicago, IL 60611 2014

www fourthchurch org | www facebook com/fourthchurch
312 787 4570 | Voicemail 312 787 2729 | Fax: 312 787 4584

This worship bulletin is printed on recyclable 
paper that contains recycled post-consumer 
waste and is acid free. All bulletins and inserts 
left in the baskets by the doors are recycled.

Sources and Credits: This service of worship has been adapted from Brian Wren’s Advent, Christmas, 
and Epiphany: Liturgies and Prayers for Public Worship and is used by permission  Hymn tune names—

as well as composers of the music and authors of the text—are listed in the hymnal with each hymn  
All scripture readings this morning are taken from the Common English Bible  The words to 

“For the Life that You Have Given” are by Carl P  Daw Jr  © 1987; music 
is by Morgan Simmons © 1990, 1992 Hope Publishing Co  

Shannon J. Kershner Pastor

Victoria G. Curtiss Associate Pastor for Mission

Matt Helms Associate Pastor 
       for Children and Family Ministry

Hardy H. Kim Associate Pastor for Evangelism

Rocky Supinger Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry

Judith L. Watt Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care

Nanette Sawyer Minister for Congregational Life

Jeffrey Doane Parish Associate for Older Adults

Abbi Heimach-Snipes Pastoral Resident

John Buchanan Pastor Emeritus


