
Gathering around the Word

*Prelude :: Benedictus                                                                                                                                                   Alec Rowley

*Introit :: “Prepare the Way of the Lord”                                                                                             Richard Proulx
Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight his paths. Rejoice, the Lord is at hand!

*Doxology (sung)                                                                                                                                                   The Hymnal, 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Invocation

*Hymn 82                                                                                                                                                            “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

   Prayer of Confession (unison)
Almighty God, you who shaped out of nothing all that is, 
    forgive us for returning empty-handed. 
You who called for the light, forgive our preference for the shadows! 
You who sent John to be a voice crying, 
    forgive our unwillingness to say anything at all. 
We yearn for clean hearts, O God, and renewed spirits within us. 
Hear us, O God, as we come to you in this time of silence, 
    confessing those sins we speak only in our hearts . . . (Please hold silence.)

*Kyrie (sung)                                                                                                                                                                 The Hymnal, 551
Lord, have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.

The beginning of the prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for the worship of God.
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   Declaration of Pardon
Leader:  Friends, believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*Exchange of Peace
Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
People: And also with you.
We invite you to greet those around you, wishing them “peace” or “the peace of Christ.”

*Concerns of the Church

*Anthem :: “E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come”                                                                             Paul O  Manz
Peace be to you, and grace from him who freed us from our sins, 
who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be. 
Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord, almighty God, 
who was, and is, and is to come; sing holy, holy Lord! 
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, 
rejoice on earth ye saints below, for Christ is coming soon! 
E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more; 
they need no light, nor lamp, nor sun, for Christ will be there all.

 

Listening for the Word

*Prayer for Illumination

*First Lesson :: Isaiah 11:1–10                                                                                                Old Testament, page 602

*Psalter                                                                                                                                                                      Psalm 72:1–7, 18–19 

4 |

Pre - pare  the  way of the   Lord    Pre-pare  the  way of the  Lord,

and    all     peo-ple will   see     the   sal -  va - tion  of    our   God 



*Acclamation (sung)                                                                                                                                          The Hymnal, 583

*Second Lesson :: Matthew 3:1–12                                                                                         New Testament, page 2

*Sermon :: “Prepare the Way”                                                                                                                                Matt Helms

Responding to the Word

*Hymn 106                                                                                                                                         “Prepare the Way, O Zion”

*Affirmation of Faith (unison)                                                                                                                   Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
 he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Offering 
*Offertory Voluntary :: Improvisation on “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
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*Offertory Response

Sealing the Word

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
   Invitation

   Great Thanksgiving
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

   Prayer
Leader: It is truly right and our greatest joy . . . 
 . . . forever singing to the glory of your name:

   Sanctus (sung)                                                                                                                                                          The Hymnal, 572

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
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Leader:  . . . Great is the mystery of faith: 

   Memorial Acclamation (sung)                                                                                                             The Hymnal, 573

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

   The Lord’s Prayer (unison)                                                                                                               The Hymnal, page 35

   The Communion

   Communion Anthem :: “O Word, That Goest Forth on High”                              Robert Lehman
O Word that goest forth on high from God’s own depths eternally, 
who in these latter days wast born for succor to a world forlorn.

   Prayer after Communion (unison)
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
and filled with the promises of this table,
let us strive to serve and follow Christ and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and earth praying, 
“Come, Lord Jesus!” Amen.

Bearing the Word into the World

*Hymn 105                                                                                                                                                           “People, Look East”

*Benediction and Response

*Postlude :: Comfort, Comfort Ye My People                                                                           David N  Johnson
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This morning, communion is served by intinction  
The congregation comes forward by the center aisle to receive the bread, which they then 

dip into the chalice of grape juice  (Gluten-free bread is available in a small tumbler in 
each basket of bread ) Worshipers return to their pews by the side aisles  The invitation 

to the Lord’s Supper is not just for Presbyterians or “members of the church ” 
Even one who doubts or whose trust is wavering may receive the bread and grape juice 

(in place of wine) in order to be assured of God’s love and grace in Jesus Christ  
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Worship Notes

The “Light Up a Life” offering is being received throughout Advent  “Light Up a Life” 
 provides opportunity to support congregational programs, mission, and community outreach, 

including Chicago Lights programs  “Light Up a Life” gifts can be made using the special 
 offering envelopes found in the pew racks or by writing “Light Up a Life” on the memo line 
 of a check made payable to Fourth Presbyterian Church  You can also make your gift using 
 Venmo (@Fourth-Church) or online (at www fourthchurch org/give-online) 

The bulletin cover image depicts one of the pendants hanging from the  
Sanctuary chandeliers 
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