
Inspired by the radical hospitality of Jesus Christ, Fourth Church welcomes all of God’s children into the life of the church regardless of sex, gender, sexual orientation, 
age, race, ethnicity, physical or mental ability, mental health, educational background, economic situation, religious background, or documentation status.
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*Opening Song    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near;
join me in glad adoration!

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,
shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been
granted in what he ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the amen sound from his people again;
gladly for aye we adore him.

  Gathering Music    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 	

  Welcome

* Please rise in body or spirit

We Approach God

  Call to Confession

  Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, as we wander through the wilderness this Lent, 

we are more aware of our thirst for your presence, 
your love, your guidance on life’s journey. 

Forgive us for turning away from you. 
Forgive our doubt and uncertainty that led us to place our faith in worldly comforts

that don’t run deep enough and don’t last. 
We come to your well today desperate and thirsty for Christ’s living water. 
Quench our thirst, we pray. Grant us your forgiveness and your grace. Amen. 

We Tell the Truth about Ourselves
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  God Forgives and Blesses Us

Friends, believe the good news!
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

  Response
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.

We Proclaim the Story

  Prayer for Illumination

  Psalter    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . Psalm 95

  Response   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me 
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. Amen.  

(Repeat) 

  Gloria
Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest! 
Glory to God, glory to God, alleluia, alleluia! 

  Scripture Lesson    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    Genesis 1:1–27

  Sermon: “I Believe in God ,  ...    Maker of heaven and earth”    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . Nancy Benson-Nicol

  Musical Reflection
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The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

  The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
	 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
	 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

  The Communion

  Prayer after Communion

We Feast Together

  Offering and Dedication
Musical Offering

We Offer Ourselves
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*Closing Song    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    “Open My Eyes, That I May See”

We Go Out with Gratitude

*Benediction

  Sending Music

Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me.
Place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my eyes; illumine me, Spirit divine!

Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear.
And while the wave notes fall on my ear, everything false will disappear.
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my ears; illumine me, Spirit divine!

Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth everywhere.
Open my heart, and let me prepare love with thy children thus to share.
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my heart; illumine me, Spirit divine!

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.



News and Opportunities
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We are glad to have you with us today and hope you will explore the many opportunities for learning, 

serving, and community building at Fourth Presbyterian Church! ✺ Inspired by the radical hospitality 
of Jesus Christ, we welcome everyone, without exception, into the life of this congregation. ✺ We invite 
you to join us at this intersection of faith and life as we share God’s grace with one another and the world 

through worship and ministries of healing, reconciliation, and justice. ✺ Although wearing a mask is not 

required at Fourth Church, we as a community have made a commitment to be a mask-welcoming 
campus, encouraging the wearing of masks by anyone who wants or needs to wear one. As a mask-

welcoming campus, we also remain committed to ensuring no one will feel out of place should they 
choose to wear a mask while at Fourth Church.

If you would like to join us for in-person worship, we gather on Sundays for a 10:00 a.m. service in the 
Sanctuary and the 4:00 p.m. Jazz at Four service in Buchanan Chapel. ✺ Worship can be heard 

through hearing aids’ “T” or “T-coil” setting. ✺ Please silence electronic devices when in the Chapel. ✺ 

The doors open for worship on Sundays a half hour before each service. For the 4:00 service, access is only by 

the Delaware doors to the Gratz Center. ✺ Sunday parking is available at 900 N. Michigan (access from Rush 

or Walton) at the rate of $9 for 6 hours between 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. (and $18 for up to 12 hours). Validation 

tickets for the garage must be picked up from an usher. ✺ For those who prefer to worship online or are 

unable to join us in person, we livestream our morning service on our YouTube channel (www.bit.ly/fpcvideos).

On Wednesdays we gather for Morning Prayer via Zoom at 9:30 a.m. and for in-person Morning Prayer 
at 10:00 a.m. in Buchanan Chapel. Email Nancy Benson-Nicol (nbenson-nicol@fourthchurch.org) for Zoom 

information. ✺ The chapel is also open for opportunity to walk the labyrinth between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. 

on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. For details, email Rocky Supinger (rsupinger@fourthchurch.org). 

For those facing life’s challenges, Stephen Ministers provide a listening presence and regular spiritual support. 

To arrange conversation with a Stephen Minister, leave a confidential message at 312.573.3365. ✺ To explore 

options with a counselor, call our Replogle Center for Counseling and Well-Being at 312.787.2729, 

ext. 2260. ✺ To talk to a pastor or notify the pastoral staff of personal concerns, illnesses, or deaths, 

please email caringministries@fourthchurch.org; if the situation is an emergency, please call the church at 

312.787.4570 to be connected to the Minister on Call. ✺ To submit a prayer request to our Morning Prayer 

or Deacon Prayer Ministries, please email caringministries@fourthchurch.org



Our sermon series for Lent and Easter is “I believe . . .”—an opportunity for us to take a closer look at the 

Apostles’ Creed, one of our Affirmations of Faith (printed at the bottom of page 5 in this bulletin). If you have 

wondered why Christians still say this ancient creed in worship, have ever found yourself pausing after stating 

“I believe,” or maybe have at times thought that perhaps you did not believe all of the phrases, we hope you 

will join us in worship this season as we explore what we believe together.

Our Lenten “Rhythm and Word” video series, which offers a ten-minute midweek worship experience 
led by Rocky Supinger and the Fourth Church Jazz Quartet, is released on our YouTube channel 

(www.bit.ly/fpcvideos) on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.; to receive the videos by email, sign up online at 

www.bit.ly/rhythmandwordemail ✺ To receive our daily Lenten devotions (www.fourthchurch.org/

devotions) by email, subscribe at www.bit.ly/fpcdevotions ✺ Men’s Bible Study meets via Zoom on Tuesdays 

at 7:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study—which offers two Zoom gathering times (12:00 and 6:30 p.m.) on the 

second and fourth Wednesdays of the month—next meets Wednesday, March 22. For Zoom details for either 

study, email Simon Crow (scrow@fourthchurch.org). ✺ For additional biblical exploration, listen in as Matt Helms 

and Rocky Supinger discuss the “Bible Top Ten” in their podcast by that title (fourthchurch.org/podcast).

A quiet candlelit Lenten Taizé service—a contemplative time of meditative song, silent reflection, and 

prayer for peace, reconciliation, and unity—will be held on Friday evening, March 24 at 7:00 p.m. here in 

Buchanan Chapel.

Nancy Benson-Nicol and Lucy Forster-Smith will be leading a Ghost Ranch Pilgrimage of Faith and 
Learning this May 15–19 in Abiquiu, New Mexico. Mornings will be spent in conversation with a speaker; 

there will be hiking and exploration of the area in the afternoon;  and evenings will offer time together as a 

group with guided conversations and worship. To express interest and learn more, complete the simple 

“Expression of Interest” form at www.bit.ly/ghostranchinterest23

To receive our Jazz at Four email newsletter, with weekly information about the afternoon service as 

well as reflections from our worship leaders, subscribe at www.bit.ly/jazzatfournews ✺ Fourth Church offers 

a variety of ways to connect with one another. Online and in-person events are posted on our church 
calendar, accessible from our website’s home page and at www.fourthchurch.org/calendar ✺ For resources 

as well as additional ways to connect with the church and one another, watch our website (www.fourthchurch.

org) and Facebook (facebook.com/fourthchurch).

7
Ensure you receive the latest updates from Fourth Church by adding your email address 

to our distribution list. Simply sign up at www.bit.ly/newsfromfpc 
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Pastoral Staff
Shannon J. Kershner, Pastor 
Lucy Forster-Smith, Senior Associate Pastor
Nancy Benson-Nicol, Associate Pastor for Caring Ministries and Spiritual Formation
Matt Helms, Associate Pastor for Children and Family Ministry
Joseph L. Morrow, Associate Pastor for Evangelism and Community Engagement
Nanette Sawyer, Associate Pastor for Discipleship and Small Group Ministry
Rocky Supinger, Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry and Worship
John Buchanan, Pastor Emeritus

Incorporating ancient and contemporary traditions in this service, God is named corporately in a variety 
of ways that are gender neutral. This allows for your personal expressions as you are led to name the Holy 
in ways meaningful to you.

We are receiving the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering throughout Lent. Gifts to this offering support 
Chicago Lights Tutoring and Elam Davies Social Service Center; Fourth Church Meals Ministry; and the 
work of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Hunger, and Self-Development of People Programs. To make a 
“One Great Hour of Sharing” gift, you can designate “One Great Hour of Sharing” (OGHS) when giving 
at fourthchurch.org/give or by writing that designation on the memo line of a check payable to Fourth 
Presbyterian Church.

Acknowledgments: Prayer of Confession © 2023 Presbyterian Outlook; written by Teri McDowell Ott. 
OneLicense.net. License A-712340. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The Fourth Presbyterian Church of Chicago
Church office: 126 E. Chestnut Street, Chicago, IL 60611.2014 • www.fourthchurch.org

312.787.4570 • www.facebook.com/fourthchurch

Worship Leaders

Nancy Benson-Nicol 	 Associate Pastor

Rocky Supinger 	 Associate Pastor

Liturgist	 Sandra Glenn

The Fourth Church Jazz Quartet
Leslie Beukelman, vocals
Bryan Doherty, bass 
Marcus Evans, percussion 
Amr Fahmy, piano


