Fourth Presbyterian Church

Christmas Day
December 25, 2024 * 10:00 a.m.

Gathering around the Word

Prelude
Swiss Noel with Variations . . . . .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ..... Louis Daquin

*Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.” Amen.

*Opening Sentences and Prayer
One: Sing a new song to the Holy One! God is with us!
All: Sing a new song all the earth!
One: For we delight in the mystery:
All: the Word has become flesh.
One: God’s promise has been made real.
All: An eternal hope now burns bright.

*Please rise in body or spirit. TOr “Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”



FHymn 133 . . . . . . ... “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant;
O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! Come, and behold him, born the King of angels!
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

True God from true God, Light from light eternal,
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; very God, begotten, not created!
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation;
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to God, all glory in the highest!
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be all glory given; Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

*Litany for Christmas
One: The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all.

All: Glory to God in the highest!

One: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
All: Glory to God in the highest!

One: For a child has been born for us, a Son has been given to us.
All: Glory to God in the highest!

One: He is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
All: Glory to God in the highest!

One: To us is born in the city of David a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord.
All: Glory to God in the highest!

One: And the Word became flesh and lived among us.
All: Glory to God in the highest!




*Exchange of Peace
Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People: And also with you.

We invite you to greet those around you, wishing them “peace” or “the peace of Christ.”

Welcome and Announcements

Solo
“To Bethlehem”. . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... David McK. Williams
Listening for the Word
Prayer for Illumination
Psalter. . . . . . . . . . ... Psalm 96:1-10

One: The Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:T
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
Scripture Lesson . . . . . . ... ... Isaiah 9:2-7

One: The grass withers, and the flower fades,
All: but the word of our God shall stand forever.

Sermon . . .. ... Joseph L. Morrow

TOr “to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost.” n



Responding to the Word

*Hymn132. . . . . . ... .. “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today! Christ is born today!

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

*Affirmation of Faith (unison) . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.




Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Call to Offering
Offertory Solo

“A Child My Choice” . . . . . . . . ... ... Richard Dirksen
*Offertory Response . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... Hymn 144, v. 4

What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart.

*Prayer of Dedication
Emmanuel, in gratitude for the gift of your presence with and among us,
we present these offerings to you.

Accept and bless these gifts so that they might spread the joy of Christmas to others. Amen.




Bearing the Word into the World

*Hymn119 . . . . ... ... “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king.
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate deity,
pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

*Charge and Benediction

Postlude
From Heaven Above to EarthICome . . . . . ... ... ... .. Johann Sebastian Bach




Gifts supporting Christmastime Sanctuary adornments have
been made in memory and in honor of family, friends, and loved ones.
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Christmas blessings to you! ﬁi:‘

We are delighted to be celebrating with you this Christmas Day! As our Advent hymn of

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” has joyfully transitioned to “O Come, Let Us Adore Him,”

we embrace together the promise that has come to life: God with us. Inspired by the radical hospitality

of the one born in the manger, we welcome everyone, without exception, into the life of this congregation.
We invite you to join us on the journey at this intersection of faith and life as we share God’s grace with one
another and the world through worship and ministries of healing, reconciliation, and justice. This season
and always may you know and rejoice in the abiding presence of God with you. Merry Christmas!

Christmas Day with Fourth Church

As part of our Christmas Day observances, we are posting a Christmas “Rhythm and Word” video

to our YouTube channel (www.bit.ly/fpcvideos) this morning. We invite you to take ten minutes later
today—when you are looking for a moment to pause and reflect—to enjoy that Christmas-themed video
of scripture, music, and prayer. If you know friends or family who are unable to worship in person
today, we also encourage you to share that “Rhythm and Word” video with them and invite them

to view our Christmas season worship videos, from last night’s 8:00 Lessons and Carols to services

of past years, also available on YouTube. (This morning’s service is not being livestreamed.) % Today
discounted parking is available only at the 900 N. Michigan garage and costs $20. Those parking
validations can be purchased in the Fourth Church Commons following worship. % There is no nursery
care this morning. As on Sundays, children are invited to be with their parents in worship. % In the
Sanctuary worship can be heard through “T” or “T-coil” settings of hearing aids. % During worship

please silence electronic devices.

Sharing Christmas joy

Our annual “Light Up a Life” offering provides funds for Fourth Church programs that support our
neighbors and congregation; for Chicago Lights, our nonprofit community outreach arm, as their Social
Service Center, Tutoring, and Urban Farm programs build brighter futures for Chicago’s youth and
adults through supportive relationships and life-changing programs; and for Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance. You can make a gift to this special offering by using the envelopes found in the pew racks; by
indicating that designation when giving via the church website at fourthchurch org/give or via Venmo; or
by writing “Light Up a Life” on the memo line of a check made payable to Fourth Presbyterian Church.

Ensure you receive the latest updates from Fourth Church by adding your email address
to our distribution list. Simply sign up at www.bit.ly/newsfromfpc




Christmas reflections

Daily Christmas devotions, written by Fourth Church members and staff, are available as a resource

for personal meditation and prayer. We invite you to receive them in your inbox (subscribe online

at bit.ly/fpcdevotions), read them online (fourthchurch.org/devotions), or share them via Facebook
(facebook.com/fourthchurch) or Instagram (instagram.com/fourthchurch). % Our “Rhythm and Word”
video series offers ten minutes of midweek music, scripture, and prayer for viewing at home. While
we are releasing today’s video for Christmas Day at 9:00 a.m. on YouTube, on January 1 we will return
to releasing the videos at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays. Sign up at bit.ly/rhythmandwordemail to receive
them by email; you can also subscribe to our YouTube channel: bit.ly/fpcvideos % Matt Helms and
Rocky Supinger invite you to tune in to their “Bible Top Ten” podcast (fourthchurch.org/podcasts). This
lively, informative, and often amusing podcast explores the Bible through a rotating series of top ten

lists, with past topics including lesser-known figures of Advent and stories of waiting.

Music of the season
This Friday, December 27 our free Friday Noonday Concert series (in the Sanctuary and livestreamed)
features a program of Christmas music presented by our Interim Organist and Director of Music Doug
Cleveland and violinist Paul Christian. For a schedule of 2025 concerts, see fourthchurch.org/concerts

When the season isn’t easy

Feelings of grief over losses can be heightened at this time of year. Expectations for the holidays

can be different from the realities. The season can be lonely, and the turning of the year can be both
challenging and an opportunity when we seek someone to walk alongside us in embracing change and
opportunity. Fourth Church’s Replogle Center for Counseling and Well-Being offers various resources
and a supportive environment for reflecting on, exploring, and coping with such experiences. To learn
how the Replogle Center can help, call the Center at 312.787.8425 or visit reploglecenter.org

Joining together in service
Each of us has gifts and talents to share with our community. Perhaps it is lending a listening ear,
serving meals, or tutoring a child. We invite you to explore volunteer opportunities matching
your interests at bit.ly/fpcvolunteers or by contacting Robert Crouch (rcrouch@fourthchurch.org),

Director of Volunteer Ministry.




First Sunday of Christmas

We will gather again for worship this Sunday, December 29 at 10:00 a.m., both in person and via
livestream. (There will be just one worship service that day.) % Nursery care will be available on Sunday,

but Sunday school will be on break for the next two weekends, resuming on Sunday, January 12.

New Year’s Eve

At the turning of the year, on Tuesday, December 31, we will gather in our Sanctuary with neighbors
and our friends from Holy Name Cathedral at 6:30 p.m. for a candlelit New Year’s Eve Taizé service
(in person only). This Taizé service offers moving music, space for prayer, and meditative pause for

reflecting on the year past and looking ahead to the year to come.

Worshiping with us in person
Worship can be heard through “T” or “T-coil” settings of hearing aids. % During worship please
silence electronic devices. * If you like to join us for in-person worship, we typically gather at 9:30
and 11:00 a.m., although as noted above, we will have just one service this Sunday, December 29, at
10:00 a.m.

Worshiping with us online
Each Sunday our worshiping body is a wonderful mix of those online, on the phone, and in the
pews. For those who prefer to worship online or who are unable to join us in person, this coming
Sunday, December 29, we will be streaming the 10:00 a.m. service on our YouTube channel (bit.ly/
fpcvideos), where it can be viewed any time after the service begins. (For tips on how to watch—from
the beginning—a service that is already in progress, see fourthchurch.org/watch-from-the-beginning)
When our regular Sunday schedule resumes on January 5, we will return to livestreaming our
9:30 a.m. service. % Those without Internet access are invited to listen via phone by calling
888.916.9166 at the time of the livestreamed service.

Worship podcasts and sermon text
During the week the Sunday morning service and sermon is available via podcast on multiple
podcast platforms and at fourthchurch.org/podcasts % You can also receive the previous Sunday

morning’s sermon text (fourthchurch.org/sermons) by email by subscribing at bit.ly/fpcsermons.

Pastor Nominating Committee
The Pastor Nominating Committee is at work searching for a candidate for pastor to recommend to
the congregation. To suggest possible candidates, share what you hope the PNC will consider in the
search and discernment process, or ask questions, please email the PNC at pnc@fourthchurch.org




Pastoral care and a listening presence and witness
To talk to a pastor or notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illnesses, hospitalizations, or deaths,
please email Gloria Fleming (gfleming@fourthchurch.org). If the situation requires immediate
attention, please call the church at 312.787.4570 to be connected to the Minister on Call. % Also email
Gloria if you would like to submit a prayer request to our Deacon and Morning Prayer Ministries. %

For those facing life’s challenges, Stephen Ministers provide a listening presence. To learn more about
this resource, contact Nancy Benson-Nicol (nbenson-nicol@fourthchurch.org) or leave a confidential
message for a Stephen Minister at 312.573.3365.

Prayer and meditation

Our weekly Morning Prayer via Zoom, which will take a break on Christmas Day and New Year’s
Day, will resume on Wednesday, January 8 at 9:30 a.m., offering opportunity to pray for those

in need as well as, over the course of the year, each Fourth Church member. For details, email
Nancy Benson-Nicol (nbenson-nicol@fourthchurch.org). % A Sacred Pause time of meditation

is offered virtually by our Replogle Center for Counseling and Well-Being at facebook.com/
reploglecenterforcounselingandwellbeing on Tuesdays (7:45 a.m.) and Saturdays (8:30 a.m.).

Gala of Hope 2025
The 2025 Chicago Lights Gala of Hope will be held on Friday, March 7 at the Old Post Office.

See chicagolights.org/events for tickets and ways to contribute, or for details, email Katy Frey Bever
(kbever@fourthchurch.org).

Stay connected!
We hope to stay connected with you in the seasons ahead and invite you to take advantage of the many
opportunities for learning, serving, and community building at Fourth Church. You can find details
about them and additional ways to connect with one another and this congregation, whether in person
or online, on our website: fourthchurch.org, where you will also discover various resources. Please do
take some time to explore any of the opportunities that interest you—or even just make you curious. %
To see all that is going on at Fourth Church, we encourage you to bookmark our online church calendar,
which is accessible from our website’s home page and at fourthchurch.org/calendar % We invite you
to follow us on YouTube (bit.ly/fpcvideos), Facebook (facebook.com/fourthchurch), and Instagram
(instagram.com/fourthchurch). % Look for information, updates, and snapshots of life at Fourth Church

in our weekly email newsletter, to which you can subscribe at bit.ly/newsfromfpc




Worship Leaders

Nancy Benson-Nicol, Margaret Laing, Joseph L. Morrow
The Music Today

Carol Carpenter, Soloist
Doug Cleveland, Interim Organist and Director of Music

Worship Notes

OUR ANNUAL “LIGHT UP A LIFE” OFFERING is being received throughout the Christmas season.
Gifts designated to this offering provide funds for Fourth Church programs that support our
neighbors and congregation; for Chicago Lights, as it extends kindness and love to those who are
most vulnerable; and for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, as it cares for communities affected
by crises and catastrophic events. You can make a gift to “Light Up a Life” by indicating that
designation when giving via fourthchurch.org/give or on the memo line of a check payable to
Fourth Presbyterian Church or by using the special offering envelopes found in the pew racks.

Tom Are II‘. Interim Pastor SOURCES AND CREDITS: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” music

harm. © 1955, ren. 1983 John Ribble (admin. Westminster John
Knox Press). The Prayer of Dedication is from images.pres-outlook.
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Nancy Benson-Nicol Caring Ministries and Spiritual Formation Christmas-Eve.pdf. OneLicense.net. License A-712340.
Matt Helms Children, Family, and Welcoming Ministries All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Joseph L. Morrow Evangelism and Community Engagement
Nanette Sawyer Discipleship and Small Group Ministry

Rocky Supinger Senior Associate Pastor
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